II

THE NATIVE

IN THE FORMATION OF THE BRAZILIAN
FAMILY

WITH European intrusion, social and economic life among the
aborigines of America was disorganized and the balance in the refo-
rions of man to his physical environment was upset. There began
then the familiar degradation of a backward race in contact with an ad-
vanced one; but this degradation followed differing rhythms: on the
one hand conforming to regional differences in human culture or the
richness of the soil possessed by the natives-which exhibited a maxi-
mum of fertility among the Incas and the Aztecs and a minimum
among those tribes at the continental extremes-and on the other hand
conforming to the colonizing dispositions and resources of the in-
truding people or the invader.

Among the Incas, the Aztecs, and the Mayas the Spaniards has-
tened the dissolution of native values in their fury to destroy a culture
that was either in the stage of semi-civilization or undergoing a molt-
ing process, and which to them appeared to be dangerous to Chris-
tianity and unfavorable to the easy exploitation of the great mineral
wealth to be found there. The English did the same among a more
backward folk, in the desire to keep themselves immaculate from
sexual and social contact with peoples who were repugnant to them
by reason of the diff erence in color and costume and who evoked be-
fore their racial consciousness and their Christian conscience the
specter of miscegenation and a dissolute paganism.

The Portuguese, in addition to being less ardent in their orthodoxy
than the Spaniards and less narrow than the English in their color
prejudices and Christian morality, encountered in America not a peo-
ple already formed into an empire with an established and vigorous
system of moral and material culture-with palaces, human sacrifices
to the gods, monuments, bridges, irrigation and mining works-but,
on the contrary, one of the most backward populations on the con-
tinent. What took place here, accordingly, was not a meeting be-
tween an exuberantly mature culture and one that was still in the
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